
 
 
 

 HARDWOOD TOP INSTRUCTIONS 
 
 
Your solid hardwood butcher-block top can be affected by the temperature and 
humidity of the surrounding environment.  To ensure your satisfaction and the long-
term performance of the top, we suggest the following: 
 
 
 Initial Installation 
 
Allow the top to reach ambient room temperature prior to installation.  It may take 
forty-eight (48) hours for the top to acclimate to the surrounding environments. 
 
Holes in steel framework, used to secure the top to the frame must be 3/8" larger 
than the bolt or fastener.  Pre-drill pilot holes for lag screw fasteners and only tighten 
the fastener slightly as the top needs to be able to expand and contract. 
 
If final mounting requires cutting the top, then all exposed raw wood surfaces must 
be resealed. Polyurethane is an excellent sealer for lacquered tops, while mineral oil 
should be used for oil finished tops. 
 
 Warping 
 
A top that becomes warped from environmental or seasonal heating dryness is a 
temporary condition.  This condition can be corrected by un-mounting the top and 
turning it over (so bottom surface is up) and allowing equalization.  The top can then 
be reinstalled as originally mounted.  Avoid positioning wood tops directly next to 
heat sources. 
 
 
 Surface Maintenance 
 
Lacquered tops should avoid excessive amounts of water, oil and strong cleaning 
agents.  The top should be immediately wiped clean when the surface has been 
exposed to such excesses.  For oiled tops we recommend oiling them every 4-6 
weeks depending on usage. 
 
Also, note that most carburetor cleaners or similar products may damage the surface 
finish. 
 
When necessary, reseal any exposed raw wood surfaces to avoid expansion and 
swelling caused by water and humidity. 




